
Week 7: Turkey red dyed and hand block printed cotton, with giraffes, pumas and 
peacocks by Archibald Orr Ewing and Co. 
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This design is from one of the few pattern books of the Turkey Red Collection which can be 
linked with Archibald Orr Ewing and Co.  The pattern book which dates from the 1870s to 
the 1890s contains samples of large block printed designs, many of which are figurative like 
this one.  We know that it was used by Archibald Orr Ewing and Co. having compared 
designs in the same book with those that were registered by the firm with the Board of 
Trade in the early 1880s for copyright protection, although this particular design was not 
registered. 
 
Having trained at his brother John’s Turkey red works, Archibald Orr Ewing set up his own 
company in 1845.  He established works at Levenbank, on the opposite side of the river to 
John Orr Ewing’s Alexandria works.  In 1850 Archibald Orr Ewing and Co. acquired the 
Milton works which they used to dye yarn, and then the Dillichip works in 1866, also used 
for dyeing yarn.  The fabrics were printed at the Levenbank works. 
 
Archibald Orr Ewing became a prominent industrialist of the area and as his works 
expanded he also built a number of terraced houses in Jamestown and the surrounding area 
for the ever growing work force.  Among other things he contributed to the building of the 
University of Glasgow buildings on Gilmorehill and in 1868 he became MP for 
Dunbartonshire, a seat he held for 24 years.  In 1886 he became the first Baronet of 
Ballikinrain in Stirlingshire.  Archibald Orr Ewing and Co. was one of the three main firms 
to form the United Turkey Red Co. Ltd in 1898. 
 


