
WEEK 6: Handkerchief or bandanna pattern no 1050, produced by lead plate, John Orr 
Ewing and Co. 
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The production of bandannas or handkerchiefs was a key staple of the Scottish Turkey red 
industry, particularly in its early years.  These quite basic designs (compared with the 
paisley shapes and figurative patterns) were based on Indian textiles where the design had 
originally been produced by tie dye.  Tie dyeing was labour intensive and expensive so the 
Turkey red manufacturers soon adopted the more efficient technique of discharge printing.  
The cloth was dyed with the Turkey red process and then placed between two lead plates 
which had the pattern of the cloth cut into it.  A discharge or bleaching liquor was then 
passed through the plates and where the pattern was cut into the lead plates the liquor was 
able to come into contact with the cloth and bleach away the red colour.   
 
A firm which became well-known for its bandannas was Henry Monteith and Co., one of the 
Turkey red manufacturers who were not based in the Vale of Leven but had works at 
Barrowfield and Blantyre.  In a description of the ‘Great Bandana Gallery’ it was claimed 
that their presses could produce 224 bandannas or handkerchiefs every 10 minutes.  These 
bandannas were then exported around the world.   
 
This sample was produced at some point between the 1870s and 1890s by John Orr Ewing 
and Co.  It is from a pattern book which is called ‘Mr Christie’s Book’, which presumably 
refers to John Hyde Christie who had joined John Orr Ewing and Co. in 1859 as the chief 
chemist.  In 1878 he was made a partner of the firm and was one of the main men involved 
in the creation of the United Turkey Red Company in 1898.   The pattern book which 
contains this sample has other lead plate designs in it, but there is little annotation so it is 
unclear why it is referred to as Mr Christie’s book or what purpose exactly he might have 
used it for.   
 


