
WEEK 22: Two red furniture pattern with paisley cone motif 
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This pattern is known as a ‘two red’ design – the name referring to the two shades of red 

which can be seen within it.  Two red patterns often come with other colours such as white or 

yellow, where the red dye has been discharged from the cloth.   This particular design is from 

a pattern book for furniture fabrics, rather than dress fabrics.  It might have been used as a 

motif for table cloths, curtains or upholstery.  The design is a form of paisley cone motif with 

a stylised floral base.  The paisley cone motif was common in Indian fabrics, as well as being 

popular with British and European consumers particularly in what became known as paisley 

shawls (named after the town of Paisley which was a major centre for the weaving of these 

shawls).  Explanations for the origins of or inspiration for the shape depend on the country in 

which it is being used.  In India the motif has been linked to flowers, mangos, and likened to 

the footprint of Buddha, while in Scotland it was associated with the shape of a pine cone 

(see Valerie Reilly, ‘The Paisley Shawl’ in Uncut Cloth: Saris, Shawls and Sashes). 

It is thought that the pattern book which contains this design was produced by Archibald Orr 

Ewing and Co.  Notations within the pattern book indicated that some of the designs in this 

book were registered with the Board of Trade in London in the 1880s, helping to date this 

pattern to the same period.  Cross referencing with the Board of Trade registers will enable us 

to determine whether or not this design was in fact produced by Archibald Orr Ewing and Co. 


