
WEEK 15: Lead plate shawl pattern with red paisley shapes on a white ground 
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For this pattern, the cloth was dyed red and then placed between two lead plates which had 
been engraved to produced the pattern seen above.  A bleaching agent or bleaching liquor 
was poured in between the plates and where it came into contact with the red cloth (where 
the lead had been engraved), the red dye was bleached away, in this case leaving a design 
which looks like a red motif on a white ground.  It is possible that the sample is not actually 
complete, as a number of the patterns in this book had similar designs but were also 
overprinted with black detailing.   
 
This pattern is from a pattern book of lead plate printed shawl patterns which could have 
been intended for the export market but equally could have been intended for the British 
market.  The use of the so-called ‘paisley’ shape on this design is reminiscent of the high-end 
woven Paisley shawls which were fashionable in the late eighteenth and first half of the 
nineteenth century.  While this Turkey red shawl would have been quite functional and 
attractive, the overall effect is not as delicate as the woven shawls (for some examples of 
Paisley shawls see the Gallery section of the website). 
 
The book was owned and used by John Orr Ewing and Co. and dates written by some of the 
other designs would suggest that the book was in use between the 1850s and the 1870s. If the 
book was in use in the 1850s then it was likely used by Robert Alexander and Co., who had 
carried on John Orr Ewing’s business when he retired in 1845.  When John Orr Ewing came 
back to the industry in 1860 he changed the name of the firm to its original state, John Orr 
Ewing and Co. and it is possible that he continued to produce patterns that had been made 
by Robert Alexander.  


