
WEEK 1: Handkerchief design with fox's head motif 
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This is a sample pattern for a cotton handkerchief dyed red with Turkey red dye, with white 
discharged border and dots in the filling. The border design is of a fox's head, printed in 
black and a running border of black dots and 'cloud ' shapes. The design was produced by 
lead plate printing and the number of the lead plate used can be seen in the top left hand 
corner about the pattern. The areas which were to be white were cut into two lead plates. 
The red cotton cloth was then pressed between the plates, a bleaching agent was then 
poured into runways in the lead plates and where it came into contact with the red cloth, it 
bleached away the red dye. The black motifs of the foxes head and the border design were 
then overprinted, probably by copper plate or cylinder.  
 
This design was produced by John Orr Ewing and Co. at the Alexandria Works in the Vale 
of Leven. The pattern is from a pattern book which dates from the 1860s and contains a 
number of handkerchief designs. Dogs, horses and riders are popular motifs in this pattern 
book, indicating that they were probably intended for a British or European market. Other 
designs in this book include floral and geometric patterns. Some notations are included in 
this pattern book, giving details such as the pattern number, plate number and size of 
finished handkerchief. The pattern book has been removed from its original binding.  
 
John Orr Ewing and Co. was one of the largest Turkey red manufacturers in the Vale of 
Leven. John Orr Ewing started his business in 1835 manufacturing Turkey red and 
producing printed cottons. He initially retired in 1845 and sold the business to his partner 
Robert Alexander. Alexander was not as successful as Orr Ewing had been, however, and in 
1860 Orr Ewing decided to come back to the industry and brought Alexander’s business, 
along with the business of John Todd and Co. of Levenfield. John Orr Ewing and Co. was 
based at Alexandria on the river Leven, but they had offices in Glasgow and Manchester. 
John Orr Ewing trained his younger brother, Archibald, in the business of calico printing 
and in 1845 Archibald set up his own business under the name of Archibald Orr Ewing and 
Co. The two firms were to be significant rivals, producing Turkey red printed fabrics that 
were exported to Europe, India, the West Indies, Africa, South America and East Asia. 


