
PAST EVENTS 

**Saturday Showcase: Colour in Textiles, 23rd March 2013, 1.30-4pm, NMS**   
 

Part of the Edinburgh Science Festival.  Come and learn more about colour and 
textiles in this Saturday Showcase where a talk on the meaning and history of colour 
will be followed by a workshop on natural dyes and colour in cotton and an 
opportunity to see examples of colour in textiles from the National Museums of 
Scotland collections.  

** Show and Tell Workshop, Alexandria, 1st December 2012, 12 - 3pm ** 

Join us for a show and tell workshop at the Loch Lomond Galleries Shopping Centre, Main 
Street, Alexandria on the 1st December 2012.   We are interested in meeting people who 
either have a connection with the Turkey red industry, those who remember the industry 
before all the factories in the Vale of Leven were taken down, and people who have an 
interest in the history of this extensive industry.  We hope that the workshop will give 
people a chance to come along and share their memories and stories of the Turkey red 
industry.  As the factories have all disappeared from the landscape we are particularly 
interested in finding out if people have any objects tucked away which can tell us more 
about the industry, such as scraps of fabric, photos or perhaps even some wood blocks used 
to create the patterns.   We will bring along some images of Turkey red printed cotton 
designs and will be on hand to tell people about what our research has uncovered – but 
primarily we want to hear what the residents of the Vale remember about this once 
dominant industry. 

 

**Photography of the Turkey Red Collection in National Museums Scotland** 

A main aim of the 'Colouring the Nation' project has been to take images which represent 
the extent and diversity of the Turkey Red Collection in the National Museums Scotland.  
Click here to see some examples of the images taken so far by NMS photographer Graeme 
Yule. 

http://feastbowl.wordpress.com/2012/06/22/turkey-red-a-study-in-scarlet/
http://colouringthenation.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/8885-close-up5.jpg


 
 

**Turkey Red Quilts Exhibition, Dumbarton Heritage Centre, Dumbarton Library**  3rd 
May - 7th July 2012 

 
In conjunction with The Loch Lomond Quilt Show this exhibition will be showcasing a 
range of Turkey Red Quilts.  Along with artefacts from the West Dunbartonshire Museum 
Collection including worker`s tools and sample pattern books and fabric samples this 
exhibition will focus on the wonderful designs which came out of the Textile industry in 
the Vale of Leven. 
 

 
 

**Turkey Red Activities in Dumbarton, Saturday 19th May 2012** 
 
On Saturday 19th May a number of activities are being held in Dumbarton Library and 
Heritage Centre which will celebrate the Turkey red industry of the area.  These include: 
 
10:00-12:00      Family Turkey Red Textile Workshop.  Families are invited to come to 
Dumbarton Heritage Centre to hear the story of the Indian princess and the peacock and 
look at Turkey red museum objects and material.  They will then print fabric using designs 
from original turkey red fabric and using inspiration from the story. 
 
13.30-14.30      'Textiles in the Vale of Leven, 1715-1960' - a talk by writer and historian 
David Harvie on the Vale of Leven's world renowned textile heritage.  His talk will cover 
the industrial and social history, the markets and processes, workers' conditions, commercial 
strife, and onwards via 'new technology' to the downfall and aftermath. 
 
 

 
 

**New Publications** 

The Oxford Handbook of Modern Scottish History edited by T.M. Devine and Jenny Wormald 
(Oxford, 2012).  A selection of essays produced by new and established Scottish historians, 
covering topics ranging from the Reformation to modern economic history.  See the essay by 

http://colouringthenation.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/410-design-for-8-yd-dress-18854.jpg
http://colouringthenation.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/8885-close-up1.jpg
http://colouringthenation.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/fb-722-lb-red-ground-with-diagonal-pattern-possible-jfw-influence3.jpg


Stana Nenadic, 'Industrialisation and the Scottish People' which discusses, among other 
things, the Scottish textile industry. 

**Upcoming Papers** 

On 21st March 2012 Stana Nenadic, the project leader, will be presenting a paper 'Exhibiting 
India in nineteenth-century Scotland and the impact of industry on design' at Scotland and 
the Indian Subcontinent, the annual conference of the Economic and Social History Society of 
Scotland.  For more details see www.eshss.co.uk 

Then on the 23rd March, Sally Tuckett will be presenting a paper on the design and 
manufacture of Turkey red at the Art versus Industry conference at Leeds City Museum.  See 
www.artvindustry.blogspot.com for registration details. 

**Cotton Printed Textiles Workshop, 2nd December 2011** 

Held at National Museums Scotland. 

Programme: 

Stana Nenadic (University of Edinburgh), ‘Industry and Design: Turkey Red and Indian 
Textiles in Scottish Industrial Exhibitions’ 

Sonia Ashmore (Victoria and Albert Museum), ‘Designs on the Indian Market: Inspiration 
and Piracy in the Nineteenth-Century Textile Trade’ 

Viccy Coltman (University of Edinburgh), ‘From Calcutta to Catrine: Cotton as Global 
Commodity in the Later Eighteenth Century’ 

Helen Clifford (University of Warwick), ‘Connecting Threads: The East India Company at 
Home 1757-1857′ 

Caroline Alexander (Harris Museum and Art Gallery), ‘Making The Textile Manufactures of 
India Available Online and Working with Young Curators’ 

Maeve Dixon and Samantha Moore (West Dunbartonshire Council), ‘The Jeely Eaters’ 

Rebecca Quinton (University of Glasgow/Glasgow Museums), ‘The Chemistry of Turkey 
Red: Turkey Red Collections and Proposed Research at the University of Glasgow Scottish 
Business Archive and Glasgow Museums’ 

Sally Tuckett (University of Edinburgh), ‘Peacocks, Skeletons and Samurais: Creating an 
Online Exhibition with the Turkey Red Pattern Books’ 

 

http://www.eshss.co.uk/
http://www.artvindustry.blogspot.com/

